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As a matter of fact, so far as the primaries indicated
the wishes of a majority of the Eepnblican voters, they
showed undeniably that Eoosevelt was the favorite candi-
date. The total number of delegates in the National Con-
vention was 1,078, and 540 were necessary for a nomination.
The great majority of the delegates had been chosen in the
old style of primary and their exact attitude toward candi-
dates was, in many instances, not known. At the time the
convention met, on June 18,1912, the leaders of both Eoose-
velt and Taft forces claimed a majority. In a canvass of
the delegates, published by the New York Tribune, a strong
Taft advocate, a few days earlier, the number of delegates
who had expressed their preference forEooseveltwas placed
at 469% and those similarly committed to Taft at 454%.
This was frank admission that Eoosevelt, on the face of
the primary and convention results, had a clear majority of
the convention. In describing the proceedings both in the
convention and in the National Committee anterior to the
meeting of the convention, I shall quote from an account
which was submitted to Eoosevelt after the election in 1912
and received his approval. I am, therefore, giving his own
version of the proceedings which, in his judgment, deprived
him of a nomination which was rightfully his.

The seats of more than 200 delegates were contested, and
in accordance with established procedure in the party all
contests were referred to the National Eepublican Commit-
tee for investigation and report to the convention.

The committee assembled at Chicago ten days in advance
of the meeting of the convention. Several of its most in-
fluential members had been defeated in the election of dele-
gates and were not to be members of the convention. These
were known to be bitterly opposed to Mr, Eoosevelt, and
it was quite generally asserted in the press that they would
use their power to prevent his nomination by so deciding the
contests as to secure a majority of the convention against
him. It was claimed, also, that in accordance with prece-
dent, the committee had authority to make up the tern-